[image: ]                    Vocab Stew:
     “Vocab is King/Queen in AP Land”

The Rationale:    Having a strong vocabulary will help you be a better and faster reader, add eloquence and precision to your speaking and writing, and enable you to understand complex and difficult texts.  Knowing more words will also help you be more successful in college and life, and it will help you do better on the SAT, ACT, and AP Lang /AP Lit exams.
The Assignment: 
1. [bookmark: _GoBack] Every Monday (or earlier), you will choose ten new words from the following list.  Choose words that you do not already know.   (Note: Choosing words that you already know is a waste of your time and makes you appear lazy and unmotivated.)
2. Record these words and their definitions in your personal dictionary.  As the definitions on this list are written simply for easy retention, they do not contain exhaustive explanations.  Make sure that you understand what each word really means.  For example: aeon is defined as “age.”  Age, in this context mean a period in history, or long period of time.  Dinosaurs existed aeons ago.  It does not mean “age” as in “years old.”  It sounds rather goofy to say “My brother is 12 aeons old,” or “My brother’s aeon is 5.”
3. Then type up each of these words and their definitions.  Also write an interesting, grammatically correct, and meaningful sentence to show that you can use the word accurately.  Save your assignment on your flash drive and upload it on the class computers on your class’s block day.  When writing your sentences, don’t be stingy with your words.  Be descriptive and creative!  You can earn extra credit for particularly interesting and creative sentences.  Challenge yourself and make all of your sentences fit into a story if your muse so moves you.
4. Periodically you will also be doing activities with these words in class, and you also should be using them in your writing.  The whole point of these assignments is to help you build your working vocabulary and help prepare your for college level reading and writing.
5. After 20 weeks, you will have 200 new words added to your working vocabulary.

6. Extra Credit Opportunity: If you turn in your vocab stew assignments by the Friday before they are due, you will earn 10 points extra credit on your assignment.

     [image: ]Random but relevant vocabulary facts: 

· The average working vocabulary: Total vocabulary size varies greatly from person to person, but people typically use about 5,000 words in their speech

· The average vocabulary: There is a common notion that the average English-speaking adult knows between 20,000 and 30,000 words. 

· Professional vocabulary: A college-educated speaker of English could have a vocabulary as large as 80,000 words.

· Shakespeare’s vocabulary: In addition the 31,534 words that Shakespeare knew and used, there were approximately 35,000 words that he knew but didn't use. Thus, we can estimate that Shakespeare knew approximately 6,534 words.  He also added over 1000 words to the English language

· Lexical Facts from a vocabulary test administered by The Economist to over two million people (https://www.economist.com/johnson/2013/05/29/lexical-facts)
· Most adult native test-takers range from 20,000–35,000 words
· Average native test-takers of age 8 already know 10,000 words
· Average native test-takers of age 4 already know 5,000 words
· Adult native test-takers learn almost 1 new word a day until middle age
· Adult test-taker vocabulary growth basically stops at middle age
· The most common vocabulary size for foreign test-takers is 4,500 words
· [image: ]Foreign test-takers tend to reach over 10,000 words by living abroadForeign test-takers learn 2.5 new words a day while living in an English-speaking country
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